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CHAPTER XXXI.
Projected Marriages of the King and of the Daughter of the Due d'Orleans
—How it was communicated to me—I ask for the Embassy to Spain—It
is granted to me—Jealousy of Dubois—His petty Interference—An-
nouncement of the Marriages.
before this illness of the King, that is to say, at the commence-
ment of June, I went one day to work with M. le Due
d'Orle'ans, and found him alone, walking up and down the grand
apartment.
" Holloa! there/7 said he, as soon as he saw me; then, taking me
by the hand, " I cannot leave you in ignorance of a thing which
I desire above all others, which is of the utmost importance
to me, and which will cause you as much joy as me ; but you
must keep it profoundly secret." Then bursting out laughing,
" If M. de Cambrai knew that I had told it to you, he would
never pardon me." And he proceeded to state that perfect re-
conciliation had been established between himself and the King
and Queen of Spain ; that arrangements had been made by
which our young King was to marry the Infanta of Spain, as
soon as she should be old enough; and the Prince of the
Asturias (the heir to the Spanish throne) was to marry Made-
moiselle de Chartres, the Regent's daughter.
If my joy at this was great, my astonishment was even
greater; M. le Due d'Orleans embraced me, and the first sur-
prise over, I asked him how he had contrived to bring about
these marriages; above all, that of his daughter. He replied
that it had all been done in a trice by the AbW Dubois, who
was a regular devil when once he had set his mind upon any-

